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Reproductive matrix, 1600-1800 Cultural diversity in the settlement era Family life and the rejection adjustment Divided passions, 1780-1900 To the new sexual order, 1880-1930 Civilized Morality under the Crusades of the force for the sexual order Rise and fall of sexual liberalism, 1920 to the current polarization and politics of conflict
and personal life at the turn of the century. The first full-length study of the history of sexuality in America, Intimate Matters offers a trenchant understanding of the sexual behavior of Americans, from colonial times to the present day. D'Emilio and Friedman give us a deeper understanding of how sexuality has dramatically influenced
politics and culture throughout our history. John D'Emilio's book, in collaboration with Estelle B. Friedman, Intimate Matters, was cited by Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy when, writing for the majority of the court on July 26, he and his colleagues repealed Texas' law criminalizing sodomy. The decision was widely seen as a
victory for gay rights, and it was partly, according to Kennedy's written comments, derived from information he gleaned from D'Emilio's book, which traces the history of American views on sexual relations from the founding of the country to the present day. The judge mentioned intimate matters specifically in the court's decision. -Julia
Keller, Chicago Tribune Fascinating . . . D'Emilio and Friedman marshal their material to outline a gradual but decisive shift in how Americans understood sex and its meaning in their lives. -Barbara Ehrenreich, New York Times Book Review With fullness and care . . . D'Emilio and Friedman have surveyed sexual models for the entire
nation for four centuries. -Martin Baumul Duberman, The Nation's Intimate Matters is comprehensive, meticulous and intelligent. -Jonathan Yardley, Washington Post Book World This book is notable . . . Intimate Matters is sure to be the final review of American sexual history for years to come. - Roy Porter, Journal of Behavioral Science
History 536 pages 55 half-tones, 11 linear drawings 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 © 1988, 1997, 2009, 2012 As the first full-length study of the history of sexuality in America, Intimate Matters offered a trenchant understanding of American sexual behavior from colonial times to the present. Now, twenty-five years after its first publication, this
groundbreaking classic has returned to an important and updated third edition. With new and expanded chapters, D'Emilio and Friedman give us an even deeper understanding of how sexuality has dramatically affected politics and culture throughout our history and now. Welcomed by critics for its comprehensive approach and noted by
the U.S. Supreme Court in the high-end Lawrence v. Texas ruling, this expanded new edition of Intimate Matters details changes in sexuality and the continued growth of individual freedoms in the United States through careful research and clear For earlier editions of John D'Emilio's book in a joint form with Estelle B. Friedman, Intimate
Matters was cited by Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy when, writing for the majority of the court on July 26, he and his colleagues repealed Texas' law criminalizing sodomy. The decision was widely seen as a victory for gay rights, and it was in part, according to Kennedy's written comments, from the information he learned from
the book. -Julia Keller, Chicago Tribune Fascinating . . . D'Emilio and Friedman marshal their material to outline a gradual but decisive shift in how Americans understood sex and its meaning in their lives. -Barbara Ehrenreich, New York Times Book Review With fullness and care . . . D'Emilio and Friedman have surveyed sexual models
for the entire nation for four centuries. -Martin Bauml Duberman, The Nation When the first edition of Intimate Matters: A History of Sexuality in America appeared in 1988, one reviewer called it the most comprehensive history of American sexuality to date (Taylor 461). Twenty-five years later, the scope of the project is still ambitious, and
its central principle that the complex link between economic, political and social factors has contributed to the development of discourse and sexual practices in the United States remains widely accepted. The argument that sexual significance is culturally defined and historically contextualized is not only preserved, but has also led to a
broad interdisciplinary study of the production of different values of sexuality. The complexity of sexuality and the wide range of factors contributing to its evolution illustrate the near impossibility of the task of D'Emilio and Friedman. Since the publication of the book, the interdisciplinary field of sexuality research has grown exponentially.
Countless volumes of academic writing, conference panels, and undergraduate and graduate courses, in fields ranging from sociology and history to gender and sexuality studies and literature, have expanded to many of the topics these authors have touched upon. The book is perhaps most useful as a starting point, coming into the wide
range of work possible. D'Emilio and Friedman's argument that a history of sexuality does not follow a direct progressive trajectory toward sexual emancipation is one of the most enduring contributions of work. By constantly illustrating the relationship between gender and power, the authors show how intersections of gender, race and
class re-examine historical contexts and building sexuality in different contexts. Extensive research by End Page 605 includes and analyzes earlier patterns of sexual evolution on their heads. Of particular importance to early American scholars is the refusal of these authors to write the history of sexuality as a advance from repression to
liberation or lack of visibility, while maintaining its constant and constant relevance throughout American history. Part 1, Reproductive begins its research with a white settlement in North America and processes the period from 1600 to 1800. By focusing on beliefs about the relationship between sexuality and childbearing, the authors show
how sexuality management reinforces systems of gender, race and class dominance. Conflicting cultures of sexuality are visible in the various structures governing sexuality in the settler and Native American communities respectively. The notions of curbing sexuality in marriage and the relationship with the production of a nuclear family
system differ not only in the responses not only to which types of sex are sanctioned (including extramarital and non-reproductive), but also to questions such as the status of children born out of wedlock and adults to whom children in their community are obliged. Although sex was often understood from the point of view of reproduction
and was managed by family and government agencies, both male and female sexual pleasure, recorded as important in the documents reviewed by D'Emilio and Friedman. Most importantly, these documents show that sexuality was not a repressed secret, but a topic of public discourse and regulation. The use of sex as a tool of
domination also arises here, both in terms of sexual violence and as a normative understanding of sexuality, contributing to gender and racial oppression. In Part 2, Divided Passion, we see the emerging struggle between the arrangement of sexuality in the private life of a middle-class family and the public commercialization of sex
between 1780 and 1900. And here D'Emilio and Friedman trace the relationship of sexuality and family structure with the kinship power structures of race and class. The nuclear, heteronormative family becomes not only a cultural convention, but also a structure that informs people's relations... John D'Emilio, Estelle B. Friedman. Intimate
Matters: A History of Sexuality in America. Third edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012. 19 476 p.m. $25.00 (paper), ISBN 978-0-226-92380-2; $25.00 (e-book), ISBN 978-0-226-92381-9. Review by Chris Herbert (Columbia Basin College) Published on H-Empire (May 2014) Commissioned by Charles W. Reed Anything
Goes? The diagram and explanation of changes in American sexuality, originally published in 1988, Intimate Matters directly influenced the growing field of sexuality research in the United States. Attempting nothing less than a comprehensive history of sexuality from the colonial period to the 1970s, John D'Emilio and Estelle B. Friedman
argued that the dominant importance of sexuality had shifted from primary association with reproduction in families to primary association with emotional intimacy and physical pleasure for individuals (p. xiv). To chart this transition, D'Emilio and Friedman paid close attention to changes in sexual values, sexual regulation and sexual policy
in extraordinary detail over the course of Years. In the course of mapping contested and transforming American sexuality, some key themes arise in the work of D'Emilio and Friedman. First, the generational conflict in promoting change has been crucial. Rare are indeed cases where significant shifts in sexuality also do not reflect
intergenerational tensions. Second, the white middle class is becoming a key place to produce and disseminate sexual meaning and practice. With disproportionate access to the Government, the legal system and the media and its control, members of this class have been able to disproportionately shape the public debate on sexual
issues. Third, these sexual values and practices were challenged: middle-class dissidents, working-class and immigrant communities, as well as the African-American population. Fourthly, economic developments have had a particular impact on stimulating changes in sexuality, regulation and policy. The emergence of a market revolution,
industrialization and especially urbanization, together with the gradual adoption of commercial sexuality and sexuality, has created consistent cultural pressures that have been very difficult to resist older understandings of proper sexuality. One area where the original part of intimate Matters is lacking is how it tends to relate to sexuality in
America as closed from world events. While sometimes the influence of trends in Europe is recognized, the growth of the United States as an imperial power and the sexual tropes and images that this process has spawned and reinforced are completely ignored, while the importance of transnational streams of meaning, materials and
experiences is downplayed. This third edition appears on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the original, and the authors took a somewhat unusual approach in updating the volume. Instead of incorporating the interim twenty-five-year scholarship as a significant change to the original text, they left the original text intact and added two new
chapters that expanded the narrative from the late 1970s to 2012. The authors also added a seven-page afterword that summarizes some of the main findings of the literature on sexuality in America since the publication of the original edition. To clearly distinguish between old and new material, the book retains the original font for the
original material, using a more modern font for new additions. Because of this structure, this means that the original text is now twenty-five years out of date and are starting to show its age. The postscript tries to address some of the most glaring gaps in the original text, most notably its reliance on understanding race as a black-and-white
binary that obscures the complexity of race in the United States. Regions, especially the West, have attracted much more attention since the publication of the original edition, and the authors point to a growing evidence of significant regional differences in understanding and treatment of sexuality in the United States. The authors also
acknowledge that their original text, reflecting the state of knowledge of the time, grossly underrepresented same-sex relationships and their significance at the dawn of the twentieth century. In general, the afterword does a good job of identifying and searching for solutions to new events. Unfortunately, the seven-page afterword can only
scratch the surface of new finds and leaves readers, especially laymen, struggling to draw connections from the original text to a new scholarship on their own. Ironically, given the specialties of D'Emilio and Friedman, the last two chapters are among the weakest in the book. This weakness is particularly evident in the way each chapter
treats the gay rights movement. In part, it's inevitable. In the two years since its publication, a number of legal and political victories, coupled with a huge shift in public opinion on marriage equality, appear to have dramatically changed the national debate on homosexuality in the United States. As a result, somewhat pessimistic analysis by
the authors of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) and other issues are quickly becoming obsolete. But while authors can hardly be blamed for the events that occurred after the book came out in the press, these chapters have other flaws. One area where the whole book, but especially new chapters, is curiously silent regarding the
spread of sexual subcultures. Aside from the brief discussion swinging in the 1970s, sexual subcultures are almost completely ignored or subsumed within the large heterosexual/homosexual binary. Bears, twinks, femmes, bois, practicing bdsm, hotwives, genderbenders, open relationships, and other subcultures are absent from this
work, and their relationship to dominant forms of sexuality is unexplored. From the point of view of scientists interested in empire, it is a shame, because, as Anne McClintock demonstrated in Imperial Leather: Race, Gender, and Sexuality in the Colonial Contest (1995), sexual subcultures can be deeply intertwined with imperial projects.
On a theoretical level, Intimate Matters assigns a significant importance to the role of economic change in the effect of changes in sexuality, and yet these economies tend to be rather uncritically accepted. This is particularly evident in the final chapter, which deals with the rise of the gay rights movement in the 1990s and which recognizes
the role that the growing public perception of queer characters and storylines on television and in film has played in contributing to a broader cultural shift. D'Emilio and Friedman do not consider the economics of niche marketing and the way these storylines were mostly focused on the young, hip and heterosexual market. Similarly, that
the marriage equality movement in particular, but also the broader movement for gay rights in general, rule, the rule white gays of the middle class, leaving the problems of women, strange people of color, bisexual and others, are also not discussed. Ultimately, while nonspecialists looking for an overview of sexuality in America will be a
well-served scope and in-depth analysis of intimate issues, experts will probably find gaps in the analysis and spotted nature of the last two chapters unsatisfactorily. However, despite its weakness, there is no work with comparable scales. In addition, the central thesis of D'Emilio and Friedman, describing both the nature and the causes
of long-term sexuality change, remains as compelling and compelling today as it was twenty-five years ago. Although outdated and far from perfect, Intimate Matters should be a must-read for any students of American history and serves as a good starting point for any scholars seeking to understand the role of sexuality in the United
States. Although it does not speak directly of the problem of empire, it lays the groundwork for understanding what would be extremely useful for empire scholars seeking to understand the sexual dimension of American imperialism. Print version: quotes: Chris Herbert. Review of D'Emilio, John; Friedman, Estelle B., Intimate Matters: A
History of Sexuality in America. H-Empire, H-Net Reviews. May 2014. URL: This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Profit-No Derivative Works 3.0 United States License. License.
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